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CONFIDENTIAL 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
HEADQUARTERS, 11TH ARMORED CAVALRY REGIMENT 

APO San Francisco 96257 

i*  (u) BSBBSSä» 
a. 9th Infantry Division GPORD $3-67, (Operation AKRON), 30 May 1967* 

b, 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment QPORD 10-67 (Operation AKRON), k June 1967. 

o«   Map Series I70ih, Vietnam, Sheets 6330 UU2$ 6U30 I-IV 

2.    (U)   NAME AND TYPE OF OPERATION.   9th Infantry Division Operation AKRON, 
Jungle Clearing, Search and Destroy. 

3»   (Ü)   DATES OP OPERATION,   090600H - 27l6$3H June 1967. 

J*.    (U)   LOCATION.   The area of operations was confined primarily to the HAT DICI 
SECRET ZONE in PHUCC TUT Province west of Interprovinoial Route 2» 

5. (U)   COMMAND AND CONTROL HEADQUARTERS. 

a. Operation AKRON was controlled by Headquarters, 9th Infantry Division 
with 1st Brigade, 9th Infantry Division, and 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment (-) the par 
lolpatlng headquarters. The reporting officer for this report is Colonel Roy V. 
Parley, Commanding Offloer, 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment. 

b. Subordinate commanders during the operation wore as follows» 

1st Squadron, 11th Armored Cavalry - ITC Martin D, Howell 

3rd Squadron, 11th Armored Cavalry - LTC Arthur F. Cochran 

Headquarters and Headquarters Troop, 11th Armored Cavalry - CPT Marvin L. Doerr 

Air Cavalry Troop, 11th Armored Cavalry - MAJ Francis B. Martin 

37th Medioal Company - CPT Dennis J. Blals 

919th Engineer Company - CPT Donald J. Crocker 

b09th Radio Research DatAohment - III Frank Zachar 

5Ust Military Intelligence Detachment * MAJ Cornelius Gray 

17th Public Information Dataohment - CPT Owen W. Ditchfiold 

Battery B, 7th Battalion, 9th Artillery - CPT Ralph P, Swofford III 

3$th Ranger Battalion (III Corps - ARVN) - CPT Jared L. Bates, Advisor 

52nd Ranger Battalion (16th Inf Div . ARVN) - CPT Alexander P. Shine, Advisor 

6, (C) QBNERAL» Operation AKRON, controlled by Headquarters, 9th Infantry 
Division was initiated to seek out and destroy Vlot Cong/NVA forces in the HAT DICH 
SECRET ZONE, and to conduct Junglo clearing operations along the FIRESTONE, BRIMSTONE 
and BLACKSTONE TRAILS« 

a. Task Organisation. Control of the operation was exercised by the Com» 
mending Oonoral, 9th Infantry Division, with the 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment (-) 
attached» The regimental oommand post remained at the LONG QIAO Base Camp vioinity 
Y3it39b66. The initial taek organisation is indloated below i 

Regimental Controli 
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Air Cavalry Troop 

37th Nodical Company 

9l!Hh Engineer Company 

Ji09th Radio Research Detachment (-) 

5Uat Military Intelligence Detachment 

let Squadron 

3rd Squadrom 

3rd Platoon, 919th Engineer Company 

1 AVL3 15th Engineer Battalion 

b,   Arti.UiMr» 

(1) &Je of Fcrce»i 

Hoviteer Battery, 1st Squadron, 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment 

Howlt&ar Battery, 3rd Squadron, 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment 

Battery B, 7th Battalion, 9th Artillery - lOSo» (T) 

(2) Niaaiona fired by supporting artillery ware contaot raiaaiona, 
harassment and intardiotlon (Hfcl), reoonnalaaanoa by fire and navigational« 

(3) Concept of the Operationi   The hovitter batteries organio to the 
regiment were uaed in direct aupport of their parent aquadrana and in general aupport 
of maneuver element! participating in Operation AKRON.   Koviteer Battery, lat and 3rd 
Squadront* initially aupported operatl one from base camp positiona.   Aa foroea man» 
envered out of artillery range, Hovitter Battery« 3rd Squadron dlaplaoed and remained 
with the squadron ecmmand post.   Battery B, 7th Battalion, 9th Artillery beoama QPCON 
to the regiment in direct aupport of the 52nd Ranger Battalion (ARVN)i the battery 
dieplaoed to GAM NX vicinity YSh692 in order to aupport operationa in Area LION« 

(U)   The timelinesa and effeotiveneoa of artillery aupport vaa highly 
instrumental in inflicting maximum leases upon enemy forcea and installations* 

(5)   During the period a-27 June 1967« the following number of round* 
ware fired in aupport of ground operational 

Hovltaer Battery« lat Squadron 1992 

Howitser Battery, 3rd Squadron 3659 

Battery B, 7th Battalion, 9th Artillery 6?fl 

Total Rounds Expended 6279 

o»   Engineer«   Engineer aupport was provided the regiment by the 919th Engine 
Company (Armored)«   One platoon waa attached to the 3rd Squadron throughout the operat 
while the 2nd Platoon »up-orted the 35th Ranger Battalion (AKW) on the 16th end 17th 
of June for the purpose of 70 base camp destruction«   In aupport of the 3rd Squadron, 
fifteen mines mere deteoted and either removed or destroyed; three expedient ford 
treating sites were constructed and one expedient type timber bridge, Class 55« waa 
constructed to replace an AVI2 on the Firestone Trail. 

During the early morning attack of 19 Juno, the 3rd Platoon auffercd two IHA and 
twelve NBA out of the twenty-six men involved.   This vaa due to their occupation of 
that portion of the perimeter bearing the brunt of the ground attack«   All platoon 
Tehlalea received light or moderate damage with one vehicle alone taking sixty-three 
rounds of smell arm« and one RHW round«   Due to casualties and equipment damage, the 
tad Platoon relieved the 3rd Platoon on the 20th of Jure and continued support 
out the remainder of the operation«   In aupport of the 35th AmTI Banger BattcJmea- 
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• JMJflUMM %m trm the 2nd put«» was airlifted la M tte IMD Mi lllii * 
br «MB«   iMJTMMiMIMltM MtiniftlCA of M «KtMfiv* VÖ MM MM MWlttMf 
of over 175 bunkir» with overhead cover and a connecting trench network. While In- 
volved wit?i thie mission, thirty-eight mortar rounds, three claymore mines and mit« 
cellaneoua small arms ammunition were found and destroyed» 

d.   Chemical, 
during the operation. 

No chemical munitions or riot contrWl agents wore employed 

e.   Army Aviation« 

(l)   General:    The Rogimontal Air Cavalry Troop and Regimental Head- 
quarters Aviation Section supported the operation with thirteen OH-23'3; twelve UH- 
ÜD'l] and nineteen U'KLC's,   The OH-23's were flown a total of 552 hours, consumed 
9*384 gallons of 112/H5 fuel and transported 1,022 passengers.    The UH-1C armed   ,.„„. 
helicopters flew 633 hours*; consumed 37#980 gallons of, JP*4 fuel; fired 283,200 rounds 
7,62mm, 906 rounds 2#75" and 4,675 rounds /Am,   Two structure* were destroyed«   The 
UH-1D .helicopters were flcwn i*21 hours, consumed 25,260 gallons of JP-4 fuel, trans- 
ported 854 passengers, and carried 6,8 tons of cargo '("«$ tens a day). 

(2)   Employment: 1 
» 

NUMBER OF SORTIES 

Command & 
Control Reconnaissance 

Aerial Support 
it Reaction .Force« 

OH-23 777 65 ■   / 

ÜB-1C U2 711 

Uft-1D 152 

Troop Lift Cargo Lift Casualty LV.icuat.ton 

UH-1D 167 232 20 

Total of 2,055 sorties flown in support of the operation, 

(3)   TechniquesJ 

Proven concepts were employed during this op»ration with no nig»» 
ificant changes, 

U)   Maintenance: 

On Hand Availablo 

0JW3              13 9.8* 

UH-1C              19 15.6 

UH-1D 12 10.3 

*    Low availability of OH-23'• is duo to a continuous loss cf reneratora, and »ixces- 
sivt time for arrival of replacement parts, 

f.    Air Korde.    Preliminary coordination wr.s node with th<   yth Infantry 
Division TACP,    Since only two 0-1 aircraft arc available to the re.^tr.ent, consider- 
able scheduling difficulties wure encountered; however the 9th Infantry Division did 
supplement the FAC resources of the regiment.    In Most inatancos the Blackhorse FAC 
wcro able to meet all of their com ittnents without requiring outside assistance. 
The TACP remained with the regimental TOC at LONG GIAO.    No corounicatiens difficul- 
ties between the 3rd Squadron .and the T Xr were experienced, however nueh mere effic- 
ient and responsive F,»C servlee could have been provided if the 3rd Squadron would 
have operated within the FM radio e%pibllity of the 0-1   .lrcr ft.    Vnflor the present 
setup. If the 3rd Squadron desires FAC assistance they must switch to the FAC freq- 
uency»   No problem exists in this vein; however if thi FAC desires to contact the 
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3rd Squadron and Inform than of any targets or pending dangers he is not able to do sc 
beoeute of frequency limitations on FAC radios,   Tho near proximity of this oper- 
ation to LONG OIAO did not require continuous airborne FAC coverage during daylight 
hour». Full FAC coverage was provided by a ecobinaticn of strip alert at LONG GIAO 
and airborne G-4 aircraft» 

FAC and tactical fighter/bomber sortie« flown in support of the 3rd Squadron, 
11th Armored Cavalry Regiment during Operation AKRON wore as follows: 

(1) Total 0-1 Sortie» - 90 

(a) Forward Air Control - 28 (72«35 houre) 

(b) Convoy Escort - 42 (I00t55 hours) 

(e) Visual Reconnaissance - 18 (28i40 hour») 

(d) Maintenance - 2 (Or 55 hours) 

(2) Fighter/Bcmbar Support 

(a) Total strike aircraft missions - 43 

(b) TaUl striko aircraft sorties   -IOC 

(c) Immediate nisalcne -   7   (10 sorties) 

(d) Preplanned missions - 3£   (90 sorties) 

(3) Size and Composition of Forces: 

(a) Immediate Missions - by flight: 

2 Al-H      im. - 81 

1 AC-47 21,000 7 •62mm / 45 Flares 

1 AC-45 / % Flares 

1 AC-47 20,000   7.62mm / 30 Flaree 

1 AC-47 / 20 Flaree 

2 F-5 12MK - 82 

2 P-100     8MK - 82 / 1200    20m 

(b) Preplanned missions - by flight: 

2 P-100 6 MK-82 / 1600 20m 
3 F-100 i MK-82 / 6 750 NAP 
3 F-100 8 MK-82 / * 750 NAP / 1600 20m 
2 F-100 4 MK-82 / 4 750 NAP / 1600 20m 
♦2 F-100 4 MK-«2 / I» 750 NAP 
3 F-100 4 MK-«2 / 4 750 NAP / 1500 20m 
2 F-100 4 MK-62 / 4 750 NAP 
3 F-*C 12 MK-62 / 4 750 NAP / 2400 20m 
3F4C                 12 MK-82 / 4 750 MAP / 36OO 20m 

•2 F-100 Ordnance Expended UNKNOWN 
n B-57 3 UK-** 

2 F-100 4 MK-82 / 4 750 NAP / 100 20m 
2 F-100 8 MK-82 / 4 750 NAP / 2 UU-3 
3 F-100 12 MK-62 
2 F-1D0 4 MK-62 / 2 750 NAP / 2 UU-3 
3 P-100 6 MK-82 / 4 750 NAP / 2 LAU-3 / 2400 20m 
3 F-100                8 MK-62 / 4 750 NAP 
2 F-100 6 M-U6 / 2 750 NAP 
3 F-100 6 M-U7 / 6 750 NAP 
4 F-4C 12 KA-82 / 4 750 NAP / 4 UU-3 / 4400 20m 
3 F-100 8 MK-82 / 4 750 NAP / 1800 20m 
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2 F-100 4 MK-82 / 4 750 NAP / 1200 20m 
2 F-100 4 MK-82 / 4 750 NAP / 1600 20nm 
2 F-100 1 M-117 / 2 750 NAP       (Due to woather) 
2 F-100 6 MK-82 / 2 LAU-3 
3 F-100 6 MK-82 / 4 750 NAP / 2 LAU-3 
2 F-100 8 MK-82 
3 F-100 6 MK-82 / 4 750 NAP / 2 LAU-3 
2 F-100 4 MK-82 / 2 750 NAP / 2 LAU-3 
2 F-100 4 MK-82 / 2 750 NAP / 2 LAU-3 
3 F-100 8 MK-82 / 4 750 NAP / 2 LAU-3 
3 F-100 6 MK-82 / 2 750 NAP 
3 F-100 6 MK-82 / 6 750 MAP 
3 F-100 6 MK-82 / 6 750 NAP 
3 F-100 6 MK-82 / 6 750 MAP 

*2 F-100 4 M-11? 

* Skyspot mission», 

(4)   Employment and Results:    All but four missions flown in support 
of the 3rd Squadron were executed by Blackhorse FAC.    Increasing inclement weather 
necessitated the use of low level delivered ordnance; e.g., MK-82 high frags, napalmj 
and 20mm.   Although the MK-82 bomb (5CO#) is not as offective as the M-117 (750rfO bonl 
the tactical aircraft were able to delivor much nore ordnance on targets in weather 
which would have been prohibitive to the larger type ordnance.   The bomb damage 
assessment (DDA) indicates that more roliable intelligence is still badly needed. 

(a) Recap of ordnance delivered, 

MK-65 lOOOtf BOMBS    -    3 

M-117 750* BOMBS   - 1? 

MK-82 5000 BOMBS    -218 

MK-81 '        2500 BOMBS   - 16 

BLU-3 or BLU-27 750# HnPALM BOMB     -     110 

LAU-3 RX PODS    (19 RX/POD) -       22 

Flares -     149 

20mr. Rounds -25,300 

7.62m Rounds -41,000 

(b) Bomb damage assessment (post strike mission report). 

KBA - Confirmed - 17 / possible - 22 

bunkers or foxholes destroyed, damaged or uncovered - 6 

Trenches destroyed, damaged or uncovered - 190 

Secondary fires - 10 

Trails uncovered - 400 meters 

g.    Civic Action / Psychological Warfare. 

(l)    Civic Action:    During Operation AXRCN, the 3rd Squadron conducted 
MEDCAPS at CAM MY (YS 462925) and AP HOUNG SA (YS 484810).    A total of 13** patients 
were treated.    In addition, using corr.odities provided by the refinent, the 3rd 
Squadron donated 1,200 lbs of rice, 952 lbs of powdered milk, 72 gallons of cooking 
oil, 700 lbs of com meal, 1200 lbs of rolled wheat, 900 lbs of bulrar wheat ane 
50 lbs of assorted candy to needy people in the 0AM MJf area.   With voluntary con- 
tributions from neebers of the- 3rd Squadron, a television oot was purchased and do- 
nated to the people of CAM MY.    k television antenna was also provided and erecW. 
by the 3rd Squadron. 
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(2) PSYOPS activities:    PSYOPS support to tho operation consisted of 
a total of twelve loudspeaker • leaflet missions during which 1,388*000 leaflet« 
wer« dropped«   Eight type» of loAflets woro dropped,   k total of twelve special tlpes 
were used during 8 hours and 10 minutes of speakor tine.   The basic themes of the 
tapes included curfew instructions, rally instructions, warnings to the VC that they 
would be defeated, exploitation of VC hemoeiokness. and the publicising of the 969 
Reward for Information Program. 

(3) Observations:   Tho good will generated by the active CA/PSYOP pro- 
gram during Operation AKRGW was clearly demonstrated by a farewell banquet held by 
the ptoplo of CAM MY for the compandor and staff of ths 3rd Squadron shortly after 
the conclusion of AKRON.   The squadron S-3, who directed much of the CA/PSYOP oper- 
ations in the operational area, received special recognition by the people* 

7.    (0    INTELLIGENCE. 

•A   Anticipated enemy situation: 

(1)   At present, no major VC Main Force units are known to be occupy* 
ing the area of operations.   Elements of tho 84th Roar Service Qroup and local units 
can be expected to be encountered throughout the area of operations and to oppose 
our movement with sniping, mines, and limited defensive action, especially in tho 
area of stores and caches.   Main force units could reoccupy the area without warning 
prior to our movement into the area of operations.    All likely avenues of approach 
for armored vehicles, to include main roads, are expected to be mined,    5th VC Div- 
ision can bo expected to counter-cweep, either by attacking forward bases in the 
area of operations, or by attacking friendly installations or convoy« outside the 
area of operations. 

(2) Ordor of Battle: 

(a)   Composition rind c lispositior : 

mi STRENGTH LOCATION DATE EVAI REMARKS 

5th Div HQ 500 YS6084 26 May A-2 

5th Div Pwd CP Unk YS6392 31 Kay A-3 

274th Rtgt (-) • 1300 YS6479 3 Jun A-3 

1/274 350 YT5704 31 May F-3 

275th Rogt 1100 (?) Unloc vie YS6293 

89th AA Gp 55C Unloc Prob w/5th Div HQ 

84th Roar Svc C? 1350 YS4784 6 Apr C-3 * only 

D445 LF to (-) 300 YS5460 28 May F-2 

C3/^445 100 Unloc vie YS2677 F-3 

C240 IT Co 120 YS2890 22 May F-2 

C20 LF Co Unk Unloc vi< : YS40Ö4 CKAU DUC Diet Co 

(b;   Strength: 

1   Committed Forces:    Within the area of operations, elenente 
of Group 84, the C240 LF Company, the C20 LF Company, and C3A>U5 «ust bo considered 
itr.uliattfly available for employn«nt.    It is also possible that an NV.'. ruplacemcnt 
unit of up to battalion site could be encountered on its way through the aroa to 
reinforce the 5th VC Division, 

I   Reinforcements:    The 5th VC Division, with the 274th and 
275th Regiments, can be emitted in the eastern portion of the srevs of operation 
within 24 hours after commencing r.ottrvnt.    It is also possible that the 274th 
could reoccupy its old bases in th« H*T DICH prior to  .he initiation of Operation • 
AKRON.    If the aultlplleity of agent reports of NVA regiments and battalions have 
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any foundation, it is possible that an NVA battalion ^r re/*ir.ont could alro be cu.iv 
mitted within 2h hours.    However, no IJV.i regiments are believed to be in. the 5th 
Division area, although a battalion size nucleus for the yet to be formed third 
regiment nay be present.    In addition to !:nown >th Division elements, the D^i+5 I<F 
battalion (-) could move into tho area of operation in ?U to AO hours. 

2,   Personnel:    The 5th Division la at about U0% strength 
overall.    This is mainly duo to the lack of a third rcgincnt.    However, ooth regain- 
ing regiments are understrenrth.    The 274th, the strenger of the two, has about 
65? of the TOE strength of 2500.    Tho 27fth is considerably lower, probably around 
kO%»   Divisional support elen.nts a-c believed to be hotter off, proLably around 
80% TOE strength.    The major "Local force unit In the area of interest, the ÜLL5 .' F 
battalion of FHUOC TUY Provinces, is well up to strength with approximately 2,00 men. 

/t   Equipment:    The Soviet-CHICOM family of weapons i?  n*w 
found throughout the Jth Division.    No rockets or heavy nor tars havo been confined, 
although the G9th <*A Group reportedly has two 120nn mortars,    A rallier report of 
one quad mounted 12,7mm HMG within the division has not yet Ko*»n confirmed.    A nin^r 
chemical capability df-oc exist in that nanpacktd flamethrowers aro found in ,   chem- 
ical platoon under div^ion control.    One such Weapon war captured from 2/275 in 
March. 

(c) Tactics:    Frcv. prior jxpericne*  'iurino prober into the ILT 
DICH area, the VC can be ox|*xted toc^fond their base camps by the- extensive use <T 
mines, sniping and RPC-2's,    .my main force unit: encountered can \>e expected tr 1c] . 
fTom prepared positions, using mortars and rccculless rifles, in addition to th< lr 
nornal complement cf antitank and automatic weapons«    The 5th Division cm b. ex- 
pected to ccunter-sw ep by either nount.in3 diversionary attacks elsewhere or  ait '.ek- 
ing the operational forces    directly,    Such attacks would normally be targeted 
agiinst base camps, forward command posts or resupply convoys.    -% nort-.r/rocoiller» 
rifle attack cm be considered the minimum to le expected with the possibility <>f 
a ground attack or ambush always present.    The terrain • long Intornnvincial l;^te 
2 and the covered approaches prov-H>.  vple opportunity for employment ' f 5th Inv- 
isicn forces. 

(d) Training:    As shown by the contacts the 11th Armored Cjv.alry 
Regiment has had with VC main force units,  especially the 21 May ambush, the indiv- 
idual VC is a well trained, competently led, pr^ssiai 1 soldier.    The recent infli r 
of NVA units ar.d fillers will further increase the  already hifh state cf t: ainii.g 
in the Jth VC Division. 

(e) Logistics:    Resupply of t!u   5th VC Divisin units i    hindUd 
by the BUth Roar Service Group which operates throughout the troa cf opcr tinn   .:. 
well as cast to the MAY TAC mountain are:,    bervicos provided by the ^roup include 
quartormaster, transportation,  ordnance, medical, production -nd fin-mc^.    i'h. 
main east-west supply route crosses  Inttrpr^vinci 1 i. utc  2 in the NGAI GlAo, XA 
BANG, Slope 30 area (Y~l*585). 

(f) Combat efficiency:    The 5*-h Divrslrn»9 efficiency   is a div- 
ision is questionable due tc th*   lack of  1 third regiment and insufficient 1-1- 
scnnel in th<   <<th-r two regiments.    The 275th in particular has -  poor n com. 
although it has still mounted battalion (+) opcr tions such as CM TAN on 6 K v 
(ZS0IB2).    In the LO GCH IYV>5155) -cti n of 20 March, thi   second battalion was re- 
ported to haYe been reduced to less th'.n 100 r.en,    i\(\   is   • result disbrmded.    If 
this is truu, tho conbat effectiveness*  of thj 275 P< C*n nt is   -tout that of a full 
strength battalion.    The 21k Regiment,   althoug!   -t less than full strength,  Is still 
an effective  firhting force.    It has a fine ccr.bat rec rd, even T'iin^t '- tre',5» 
The 274th Ot's be expected to put up strong r»...*tanc«  if v-nppged.    Tl.o CJ.L 1 
effectiveness uf the local force unit? is gcn«r\lly uniav wn except f r tne Dkkb 
whith is rntei a* fully combat effective. 

1.    Actual . nemy situation: 

The intelligence estimates pre par   ! l'-v 0|-«rti-n   K.'..>l pr -v< -: i<  k>   • c-ur .1   . 
Well prepared fortifications, «tall bate c r.| 3   m! nur-r-us buyers, trench*    ni 
faxhele« were  fund during the operatic«,    i   r th    r ?t  |   rt,  contact'   .ji !. u»   ''«; 
were limited to aeall unit set ions.    The rest si^TUfic-.nt    ng t-.r. nt '.cr>urr>. :    .. 
the morning cf 19 June nt 0115H whtn th« 3rd Squa tr n c rr.and ;oet wit a K Troop  uv: 
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3rd Platoon, 919th Engineer Company, located vicinity Y6AL7825 sustained an Intensive 
ground attack fron an estimated reinforced VC battalion. The VC did not attempt to 
overrun the perimeter, but fired into it with small arms, machine guns, mortars, 
57mm and 7$nm recotlless rifles, M-79 grenade launchers and heavy machinegune. Fire 
was returned with all organic weapons to include mortars and artillery, and LFT's 
and Air Force flare ships provided suppressive fires. The VC broke contact with the 
perimeter at O20OH and as they withdrew to the west they overran a K Troop patrol, 
vicinity YS447833 resulting in six US KHA from the patrol. Six VC bodies and numer- 
ous abandoned weapons were found near the patrol. During the attack, the M Company 
perimeter received an estimated eight rounds of mortar fire, vicinity YSLi+5850. At 
first light, a eoar en revealed forty-five VC bodies around the command post. Addit- 
ional bodies were found east of 3nterprovincial Route 2 along the withdrawal route 
of the attacking VC force» A detailed study of the numerous documents found in the 
battle area indicate that the attack was probably mounted by the 2nd Battalion, 27/tth 
Regiment, with at least the 3rd Company of the 1st Battalion and divisional artillery 
elements supporting. VC losses were fifty-six KIA (BC), two PW (WIA); one M-79 
grenade launcher, one SKS carbine« four AK-ZJ assault rifles, five RPG-2 rocket 
launchers, one Type 50 SMG, one Type 56 CHICOM carbine, one Ml carbine, two BAjt»e, 
two Type 53 carbines, forty-two hand grenades and a large amount of ammunition cap- 
tured • 

c. Sources of information: 

Various sources of information were utilized before and during Operation AKRON 
to collect information of Viet Cong activities. Preliminary estimates were prepared 
from Viet Cong installation lists, SPAR and other arent reports, Periodic Intelligence 
Reports (II FFCRCE V), terrain studies, climatxc weather studies and reports received 
through Vietnamese intelligence channels. Daily Intelligence was obtained from inter- 
rogation reports and both ground and aerial'surveillance and reconnaissance activities» 
Reconnaissance operations were supplemented by night vision devices. Captured enemy 
documents and other material were also helpful in providing information of the VC 
situation. 

8. (C) MISSION. 

The Uth Armored Cavalry F.egiment (—) was to conduct reconnaissance and . 
search and destroy operations to destroy VC/NV.i forces and installations, and to be 
prepared to provide security for engineer work forces in sector, 

9. (0    CONCEhT OF THE OPERATION. 

a, 11th Armored Car airy Regiment (-) conducts operation in two phases, ut- 
ilising two armored cavalry souadrons and available ARVN forces. 

b, Phase I,    3rd Squadron conducts reconnaissance and search and destroy 
operations in coordination and cooperation with the 35th Ranger Battalion (ARVN) 
along Inter provincial Route 2 and in AO BOOT and ,i0 SADDLE. 

c, Phase II. Secures engineer clearing of Blacketcne and Firostone Tr'xls 
east of N-S grid line 37; continues reconnaissance -uid search and destroy operations 
in TAOR. 

d,'   1st Squadron continues Operation KITTY HAWK with security of the base 
samp and OIA RAY rock quarry and conduets ROnD RUNNER operations along National High- 
way lj prepared to react with troop six« reinforcement and prepares to seeure engineer 
vork parties along the Blackttone Trail east of N-S grid line 37. 

10. (C)   EXECUTION. 

? June 

let Souadrcn, Continued Operation KITTY K'iWK, socuring the b?so camp and CIA 
RAY Rock Quarry,rand conducting KO/D RUNNER operations between LONG BJNH, CIA RAY, 
and the base camp, 

0600H with Troop K clearing Inter- 
l «PfL and Company M attacked to 

\nnexBJ.   upen seiruro of objective« 

Para 8 



:ONFIOhNlTIAi. 

maneuver elements initiated search and dertroy operation:; in AO 5ADDLJL" (.See /tnn.,x .'.), 
No contact was made; squadron command post received one round sniper fire vicinity 
Y341/tÖ76 resulting in negative casualties. 

Air Cavalry Troop.   Continued to support operations, providing light fire team 
cover. 

10 June 

1st Squadron.   Continued Operation KiTTY H.VK. 

3rd Squadron.    Continued search and destroy ejurrtionf in .iO S/J3C - 
to seize Objectives B (YS3785) and D (YS3985).    Troop I located one VO AU 
vicinity YSU2881; captured one MAS-36 bolt actiori rifle vicinity YSU0684. 
located and destroyed a base camp containing 10$ bunkern vicinity YS388857, 
destroyed a base camp containing twenty bunkers vicinity YS3758W at 1305H. 
1318H the troop destroyed a trench bunker complex 100 meters long with 100 bunkers 
vicinity YS3778A9, 

Vt irk f. 
MO 
Trcoi^ i> 
Troop L 
At 

35th Ranger Battalion (ARVN).     iecamo direct support at 1000H and moved by 
foot into AO BOOT at 1145H. 

Air Cavalry Troop.   Continued support of operations, 

11 June 

1st Squadron. Continued Operation KIT]"/ »L.WK. 

3rd Squadron. Continued search and destroy opera) ion?, in nO SADDLE. Troor K 
evacuated six tons (100 lb bags) of polished rice and 1600 pounds of salt vicinity 
YS388858 at 0830H. Company M captured one detainee vicinity YSW7865 with ClilOOM 
grenade at 0930H; at 1H5H evacuated 2,75 tons polished rice vicinity YS4 lUHi*l, 
Destroyed 300 - ioo meters trench (YSA31869) and evacuated l600 pounds cf rice at 
1350H. 

3fth Sanggr Ba&aU« (ill,  continu 
BOOT without incident. 

•>rch Tid destroy opurationr in nk) 

Troop.   Continued support oi operation:. 

12 June 

1st Squadron.    Continued Operition KITTY H»Ju'. 

3rd Squadron^.    Continued ce-rch "IK: destr« / cper tions in AO SAJ>DL...    Mo,i,  i_ 
engaged and killed one VC (EC) vicinity YSM&6W at ltOOHj at löO^H in ..C..V*rec:i7ci 
RPG-2 fire resulting in moderate damage , ono US KIl., three US WHA and one National 
Policeman WHA,    Artillery supported fcith   .nknown nsultr..     .t 165011 vjcinity r>J»?H8/.ti, 
received two rifle pxenades .and sporadic snail aras fire with nej.ativ;  r it'llt. . 
Troop K destroyed base camp containing twenty bunLurj vicinity Yü3718Z,8   t U-OH; 
destroyed thirty-seven bunkers vicinity YL36281*8.   Company M evacuated 1.5 conn 
polished rice and destroyed forty-fiv^ fortifications vicinity YSZ,23«5«V *t 1915H 
an ACAV hit a mino vicinity YS440850 1,; .viivj, a crater 2x2x6 feet long -»nd rosultinj; 
in damage to the suspension system: four U;   Wftij engaged one VC with unknown result6, 

35th R inner Battalion 
vicinity YS37i885 at 1 

[ARVN).   Continued op.riticns in AO BOOT.    Looittd n Mcc 
camp vicinity YS37i885 at 1427H consistin   of fifty bunk.irs, thirty mert ir roundi», 
2150 rounds of small arras, fifty rounds M7<;<, J'O lbs TNT, :evonty-two .u< rt \r fuics, 
and twenty non-electric blasting caps. 

Air Cavalry Troop.   Continued support of &pcr itiot.j. 

13 June 

let Souadron.   Continued Op»r tic*. K.7»"!* . .'.K. 

3rd Souadron.   Continued opcrMl<ne in .vO s/Jinili, Troor I destroys l     has.  c ■ . 
consisting of twenty bunkers, threu kitchjn huts; captured a ÜH-Iö Cia/io.,;, tw- 
CHICOM grenades, and one rifle vicinity Y3436840«   Troop L dootroyed bau c-rap r»m- 
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taining .twenty-throe military structures. 

viel & 
or Battalion (ARVNh~ Continued-search-of base campj^eated 12 June 

5Ö85»   Destroyed .additional ninety .bunker» .and six 82mm mortär~5rc 
,*'• 

Air Cavalry Troop.   Oontinued support of operations»   LRRP encaged^nd^lieA__::==-= 
one VC CBC; vicinity YS525963,at WOHiJo^v^^me^m^i^^^mrf^^Br^^' 
claymore, ono US-web-beJV-eieJJS knife ;and ono US canteen. 

14 June 

Rome 1st Squadron.   Continued .Operation KITTY-M/I\L._ Troop_C secured Engineer 
Plow parties in zone along the Blaokstone Trail, —* ^—^ ^ 

ßrd Souadrop.   Continued search and destroy operations in 40 SADDLE and conduotetl 
Eagle Plights.   Troop I at 08Q0H, uncovered a bunker complex containing twelve JxAxA 
foot bunkers, onXa©dio*al hut .with syringe, one hand g^enac^, one canteen, and nine 
flashlight batteries, vicinity YS426851,   The bunkers wero'tteVtrbyecr~a7id-al^r-«iher. __ 
item» were evacuated.   At 0930H, Troop K found one bunker and two tunnels containing 
cooking pota and clothing vicinity YSA348A4.   Emplacements wore destroyed.   A^ U50H, 
2,2 tons of rice (YS468835) was captured and evacuated. 

3fd Platoon, fflth Engineer Compapy. 
and destroyed it in place. 

located, vicinity YSA52834, one M1A1 mine 

15 June 

1st Souadron (-).   Continued Operation KITTY HuWK.   Troop C continued security 
of Engineer Rome Plow parties along the Blackstone Trail. 

3rd Sauadrcn.    Continued operations in AO SADDLE.   Command post received ten 
rounds of small arms fire vicinity YS447837 at 0833H; there were no casualties. 
Troop K destroyed a base camp containing thirty-three bunkers and three CBÜ vicinity 
TS405825 at 1235H.   A tank with Troop L sustained minor Carnage from an antitank mine 
vicinity YS438850 at 0823H; thore wore no casualties. 

35th Ringer Battalion (*P.VN),   Moved overland from AO BOOT to vicinity YS460835. 

Air Cavalry Troop.   Continued support of operations. 

16 June 

1st Sauadrcn. Continued operation KITTY HuWK and security of Rome Plow parties 
along the Blackstone Trail. 

3rd Soundron. Continued operations in AO SADDLE and conducted Eaglo Flights 
in area of operations without achieving significant contact. Troop K found and des- 
troyed fifteon bunkers vicinity YS408823. Cne bunker contained one VC gas mask made 
from a plastic bag and bloody rags. 

35th Ranger Battalion (AI.VN). Conducted operations in AO R.JKJER (See Annex C) 
without contact. 

Air Cavalry Troop. Continued support of operations. 

17 June 

1st Sauadrcn.   Continued Operation KITT? H.MC. 

Continued operations in AO SADDLE and RANGU! without contact. 
conducted search and destroy operations in Area 38 (See Annox D).   At U35H, 

the troop destroyed fifteen bunkers, fifteen CBU's and three pounds of clothing vie» 
inity Y340OeO0.   Troop K searched Area 65 and at U30H destroyed one CHICOM grenade 
(Y5U1826).   At U35H one CfiU was found and destroyed vicinity YSU2026.   Two long 
range reconnaissance patrols (LRTcP) inserted into AO MIKE (See Annex E) at 09COH. 

3fth Zma BtttaUa lml< Continued operations In AO R JJGER without contact 

Pago 10 

CohJ^r /2>eWTV. 



CONFIDENTIAL 

Air Cavalry Troop. Continued support of operations. LRRP were insertod into 
AO MIKE at 0900H; one patrol engaged seven VC vicinity Y.%97836 resulting in five VC 
KIA (BC) at 17A5H, Both patrols were extracted without incident, 

IB June 

1st Squadrcn. Continued Operation ^ITTY HaWK, 

3rd Squadron. Continued operations conducting search and destroy operations 
in AO SADDLE and RANGER, Attached engineer platoon developed stream crossings in 
Area 40. Command post displaced to YSAA8826, closing at 1430H, Troop I searched in 
Area 38 and at C805H destroyed a CBU bomblct rigged with a claymore vicinity Y5413824, 
At 1010H destroyed two well fortified bwfrsrs, 300 meters of trench and one messhall 
(YS398812J, Troop L conducted search and destroy activities in Area 33• At 0815H, 
elements of the troop located an abandoned village vicinity YS430813 which appeared 
to hare been occupied the previous night,. At 0920H, found abandoned village (YS42582?, 
with indications 2-l\ persons h:.d o-oupied the area, u% 0930H, the troop uncovered a 
platoon sized encampment vicinity YSA25815 with markings indicating the area was 
booby-trapped and mined. Six foxholes and five L-shaped mortar emplacements were 
also located in the same area. At 15A5H, elements of the troop found a battalion 
sized assembly area including fresh foxholes, footpaths and .VC leaflets. 

35th Ranger Battalion (ARVN). Continued operations in AO RANGER. 

Air Cavalry Troop. Continued support of operations» 

19 June 

1st Squadron. Continued Operation KITTY H.nlilK. 

3rd Souadron. Continued operations in AO SADDLE and RANGER, at 0115H, elements 
of the 1st Battalion, 274th VC Regiment launched a mortar, recoilless rifle and 
ground attack against tho command post defended by Trenn K. Light fire teams, artil- 
lery, and flareships supported with contact broken at 0210H, VC losses were fifty- 
six VC KIA (BC), two Frf, seventeen detainees, thirteen weapons, five RPG-2 launchers, 
assorted types of grenades, recoilless rifle rounds and small arms ammunition cap- 
tured,' US losses wore nine KHA, thirty-two WHA, one AVLB and six ACAV'S damared. The 
s"qu«dron (-) conducted sweep of the area west of Interprovincial Route 2 without 
contact, (See Annex H for detailed account of the attack .and subsequent actions 
initiated by tho reaction force?*) 

35th. Ranger Battalion. (ARVN). 
extraction completed 1005H. 

Was extracted from vicinity YSA48826 by CH-47, 

3rd Souadron. 5th Cavalry (-). Become 0PC0N to the regiment at 0854H and as- 
sisted in sweep operations south of the Courtenay Rubber Plantation. At 1440H, Troop 
A engaged unknown number of VC vicinity YS520C8A, artillery, light fire teams, and air 
strikes supported with unknown results. There wore two WBt* and ono .'.Ci.V damaged. 
At 1530H Troop C found eight bodies (VC KLi (BC)) in fresh graves. Bodies and 
graves less than 12 hours old, killed by small anas and fragments vicinity YS484864» 

Air Cavalry Troop. Continued support of operations and 3rd Squadron engagement 
with elements of 274th VC Regiment. 

20 June 

1st Scuadron. Continued Operation KITTY MUX, 

3rd SouaAron. Continued operations in n0 S.JJDLii conducting saturation patrollin 
without contact. 

3rd Squadron. 5th Cavalry. (-).   Continued search and destroy operations south 
of the Courtenay Plantation without contact, at 1514H, elements of the squadron 
uncovered n bise camp 100x200 meters with bunkers. ..irstrikes woro employed against 
the oamp producing five secondary brush fires. Reverted to 9th Infantry Division 
control at 1706H. 

Air Cavalry Troop. Continued support of operations, conducting surveillance 
of the area of operations and provided light fire tear, support for tho squadron. 

CoM /DEVTVK 
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2X June 

1st Squadroni Contlnuod Operation KITTY HAWK. 

3rd Souadron. Continued operations in AO SADDLE, At 1034H, 3rd Platoon. 919th 
Engineer Company received three rounds enipor fire vicinity YS45O905j the area was 
searched with negative results. 

SBdJaant (ARVN). Become direct support to the regiment at 0734H 
and moved south from the base camp to AO LION (Soe Annex F). 

Air Cavalry Troop. Continued support of operations, 

22 June 

1st Souadron. Continued Operation KITTY HAWK. 

3rd Squadron (-). Continued operations in <*0 SADDLE. Troop I conducted cordon 
and sear oh or LANG LOM vicinity YS455S35 without incident« Troop K provided direct 
support for the 52nd Ranger Battalion in AO LION. Troop L eocured Enginocr Rome Plow 
parties along the Firestone Trail« 

with Troop K providing direct 
__    _ Commencod eoarch and destroy operations in AO 

LION with Troop K providing direct support. Battery B, 7th Battalion, 9th Artillery 
provided supporting fires from vicinity CAN MY, 

Air Cavalry Troop. Continued support of operations and provided threo Eagle 
Flights to 3rd Squadron. At 1900H found £ lb of documents and 5 lbs of medical 
supplies; destroyed structure vicinity YS458890« 

23 June 

irt aaufea« Continued Operation KITTY HAWK* 

  i*   Continued oporatione in AO SADDLE.   Troop I conducted cordon 
and search and NBDCAr vicinity XA BONG (YS46785Ö); troated eichty patients.   Troop K 
continued direct support of 52nd Ranker Battalion,   Troop L continued security of 
engineer work parties,   Comnany M destroyed 300 meters of trenuh and seventy-five 
reinforced bunkers vicinity YLIäOö^O at 1U5H. 

«End Banm Battalion (ARVN).   Continued operations in AO LION without contact, 

jdr EflTfllTY IT"??'   Continued support of operations; provided throe Eagle Flights 
to 3rd Squadron, 

24 June 

1st Souadron, Continued Operation KITTY H*WK. 

3rd Souadron (-)-   Contlnuod operations in AO SADDLE; conducted NKDCAP at CAN 
NT treating 200 patients.   Troop K continued direct ■«pport to 52nd Ranger Battalion, 
Troop L continued security of engineer work parties along Firestone Trail,   Company \ 
located bate camp consisting of 1200 motors of trenches and seventy-five reinforced 
bunkert vicinity YS368838 at 1000H.   3rd Platoon. 919th Engineer Company conducted 
mine sweeping operations along Interprovincial Route 2; located and destroyed nine 
mines vicinity YS458896, 

rflJJM ÜBiMl«   Contlnuod operations in AO LION with Troop K, 
At wwn, 
found and evacuated. 

of cement and seven gallons of cooking oil at YS515335 *ere 

25 Juno 

Contlnuod Operation KITTY HAIK. 

3rd Souadron.   Continued search and destroy, cordon and searoh, NEDCAP# mint 
sweeping and saturation patrolling In AO SADDLE.   Troop I conducted searoh and deotrc. 
operation/ in Areas 19» 24» and U (See Annex G).   At uJOK, fourteen dotalnoot wore 
evtouated to DUC THAN district headquarters from the area of 155457139 end »45907« 
Trooc K teenrod pioWup tone (PZ) for extraction of 52nd Ranger Battalion and conductor 
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•erdon and search of AP HUONG SA (YS483812),   Apprehended three male detainees who 
wire evacuated to DUC THAN and conducted a MEDC^f %reating fifty patients.   Troop L 
continued eecurity of Rome Plow parties along the Firestone Trail,   Company M com- 
plated destruction of base samp found on 24 June»   At 0740H the troop found and des- 
troyed a US hand grenade rigged for lanediate detonation when the pin was removed 
vicinity YS4l5875t 

2nd Platoon. 919th Biaineer Company»   Swept Intorprovincial Route 2 for mines 
south from YS458896,   At 16>0H^ two antitank mines were lpcatod (Y5454867) and des- 
troyed»   Ono was an RPO-2 rigged as a mine« 

52nd Ranker Battalion (ARVty).   Was extracted by CH-47 from PZ vicinity YS525840; 
extraction completed at 112ÖH, 

AJr Cavalry Troop.   Continuod support of operations, 

27 June 

1st Squadron. Continued Operation KITTY HAWK* At 1917H, the squadron (-) moved 
to reinforce the 18th Infantry Division (ARVN) in contact with the 3rd Battalion, 
275th VC Regiment vicinity AP PHU CAt (YT3231). 

Vd Smiadron. Continued operations in AO SADDLE, Commencod extraction from 
operational area. Troop L was relieved of security for engineer work parties along 
the Firestone Trail at 0700H by elements of the 2nd Battalion» 47th Infantry (Mach), 
All elements closed the base camp at 1653H, 

11. (0 RESULTS. 

a. Enemy Losses » 

(1) Personnel: 

65 VC KIA (BC)f 3 K'» 1 HOI CHANH* 51 Detainees. 

(2) Fortifications and buildings« 

44 military structures and 661 fortifications destroyed, 

(3) Materiel (captured and destroyed)! 

20 small arms weapons« 12,335 small arms rounds, 20 lbs TNT cAptur«« 
124 artillery rounds, 13 mines, and 58 grenades destroyed, 

(4) Foodstuffsi 

14*3 tons rice, 0,8 tons salt, and 7 gallons cooking oil, 

(5) Miscellaneousi 

5 lbs documents, 5 lbs medical supplios, 2 bicycler., 1.7 inns o) 
cement, 

b. Friendly Losses: 

(1) Perecmeli 

10 KHA, 52 WHA. 

(2) Materiell 

1 A VLB, 1 KWA3, 7 ACAV's drained. 

c. FolloMup aetlon by friendly ground for cos continues to be haai-cr^i by 
the difficulty of cross country movement.   Wherever a target area is reasonably io- 
eessible jtesdlate reaction le initiated| however the percentage still remains rela- 
tively low. 

Pago 13 

CohJttJ>ENT,f\L 



CONFIDENTIAL \v 

12.  (u) mmm™* twigs* 
a.   logistics. 

(1)   ReBupplyt 

(a)   Method of Operation. 

During Operation AKRON, the regiment was under the operational 
control of the 9th Infantry Division and reooived logistical support from the Black- 
horse Base Camp (LONG QIAO) supply facilities.   The 3rd Squadron with attached units 
was the principal recipient of the support.   The 551st Light Maintenance Company and 
the 506th Supply and Service Compony which are located in the base camp and the 3rd 
Ordnance Battalion, Class V point at LONG BINH, brovided the support for the operation 
through the base oamp facilities,   Resupply to tho forward aroas was accomplished by 
the use of CH-47 end UH-1D helicopters whilo wheeled vehicles moved the items from 
the depots to the base camp« 

The squadron trains remained at LONG GIAO; wheeled vehicle* «era. dispatched to 
plsknip files« • * IV supplies and repair parts from the 506th Supply and Service 
Company and the 551et Light Maintenance Company respectively for transportation to 
the squadron trains area*   At this point they were prepared for aerial movement (sling 
loaded) to the forward area on CH-47 helicopters.   Class V supplies were moved over- 
land from LONG BUM to LONG GIAO by organic 5 ton trucks and trucks from the 709th 
Transportation Battalion. 

(b)   Consumption data (transported by CH-47). 

Mk Sorttcf    am ffl (flap   Class V Ubs)     CJggftJL K&g irfij) 
{9 R4*°np) 

HRT 14 2860 750 306 cases 5600 
Trp I 42 7400 34600 262 cases 5600 
Trp K 42 9790 34250 463 oases 6400 
Trp L 42 9515 49300 390 cases 6400 
Co N 42 13650 25525 365 oases 5600 
HcvBtey 28 1555 206500 26 ease» 4000 
Mort Btry 18 U00 151000 98 eases 
B-7-9 Art/ 10 33000 1200 

Totals    Z» 43605 gallons  534925 lbs    1932 cases  34800 gallons 
(217.41 tons) 

(2) Maintenance»   Operation AKRON continued to diow the value of log- 
istical support by air.   As in other operations repair parts were airlifted to field 
location«.   Major assembliea were also moved the same way accompanied by maintenance 
contact teams.   Major assemblies replaced during the operation included two N46A3 
engines, three ML13 engines, three M46A3 transmissions, five M48A3 final drives and 
three M113 final drives.   A total of six M4&0 tanks were deadlined for major com- 
ponents and all but two were repaired within 36 hours in the field.   The remaining 
two were evacuated to the 551st Light Maintenance Company at the baee camp for 3rd 
echelon repairs«   Eleven armored personnel carriers (M113) were deadlined during the 
operation) two of them were evacuated to the 551st Light Maintenance Compiny for 
repair. 

(3) Treatment «id evacuation of casualties:   Casualties Incurred during 
Operation AKRON were light with the vast majority of thorn occurring on 19 June as 
the result of the VC attack on the 3rd Squadron Command Post.   Backup medieal support 
for the squadron was provided by the 24th and 93rd Evacuation Hospitals in LONG BINH 
nd the 7th Surgical Hospital and 37th Medical Company in the base camp. 

«• Communication«i Operation AKRON was uniquo to the regiment, in that the 
regimental headquarters remained in the bee« camp and thus was ablo to tako advantage 
of all base camp cewnleitlons facilities. 

(1)   Preliminary Plans«   Very little preplanning was necessary as the 
regiment had already received VHP and communications center support from the 9th 
Slp»l Battalion, 9th Infantry Division.   In Addition, communication« had been jj-e- 
vioMCly established Ln the 9th Division PM and «M radio note. 
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(2) Communications to higher headauartere: 

(a) FM - Prior to the beginning of Operation AKRON the regiment 
was already operating in the 9th Infantry Division CG Command Net and the Intelligence 
Net, with no difficulties encountered» 

(b) AM m The regiment entered the Division Operations/Intelligence 
AM RATT Net prior to Operation AKTION, therefore traffic was already being passed 
before the operation commenced» 

(3) Communications from the base campt Since tho regiment.il command 
post did not displace from the base camp, normal base camp facilities wore fully 
utilized» Continuous radio contact was maintained with the operating squadron.*, 
plus attached units, throughout the operation» 

U) Radio nets and telephone-teletype circuits utilized: 

(a) Radio Nets: 

\   FM - Normal regimental FM hots were employed as Mull as 
entry into the 9th Infantry Division nets (soe Appendix 1 to Annex I)» 

2 AH-AM RATT - contact was maintained in the 9th Division 
Opentians/lntelligence~Net (tee Appendix 2 to Annex I), 

(b) Telephone Circuits: 

\   Common User » Normal base camp common user circuJts were 
maintained and utilized* In addition, common user circuits wore established to 
the Reliable Main switchboard (see Appendix 3 to Annex I)» 

2. Sole User - Sole user telephone circuits were established 
between the regimental TOC and the 9th Division TOC. These consisted of G->/>-3 
TOC, 0-3 Air/3-3 Air, and an Artillery Coordination circuit» In addition, a sole 
user circuit from the regimental TOC to the 1st Australian Task Force TOC was re- 
established (sec Appendix 3 to Annex I)» 

(c) Teletypewriter Circuits: Tho normal base camp teletypewriter 
circuit was utilized for everyday administrative and logistic traffic* A separate; 
tactical teletype circuit was established between the regimental command port and 
the 9th Division, providing a quick reaction, secure, page copy capability. 

d» Administration: 

(1) General. The administrative plan utilized during Operation .'JCRON 
was essentially the same as when sc-.rch and destroy operations are conducted by 
the squadrons in the regiment's TAOR. Since regimental headnuarters rcmainod in 
base camp no nocossity existed for administrative personnel to move to a field loca- 
tion» No administrative difficulties developed during the operation, 

(2) Casualties: 

Vs tPf??»* 

Killed by Hostile Action 

Wounded by Hostile Actlen 

Missing by Hostile Action 

Non Battle Dead 

Non Battle Injured 

(3) Personnel Servicesi 

10 

0 

0 

(a)   Religious»   S*jei>.u 'crvic«s were •. *duetod wli h « \r\\ 
attend-inco of 894 for personnel of all faith: • 

fc.go 15 
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(b) Special Services, No special eervicoe activities woro con- 
ducted in ths fisld. 

(o) Post Exchange. Post exchange facilities wore not available 
to units involved In the operation. Existing base camp facilities were available 
and utilised when the situation permitted. 

13,  (u)  fflKW KVfflteHT WP TffHNiynss,. 

The regiment employed no special equipment or techniques during Operation 
AKRON. 

U. (C) COMMANDSPS ANALYSIS. 

Operation AKRON, as did Operations JUNCTION CITY I and MANHATTAN, proved 
to be a successful operation not only from the standpoint of casualties inflicted 
on the enemy, but al?o the number of base areas denied him« For the first time, the 
enemy chose to engage armored cavalry forces of tho 3rd Squadron in a night attack) 
otherwise, the enemy fought limited engagements, Tho attack upon the 3rd Squadron 
Command Post on the morning of 19 June was successfully defended by Troop K and 
3rd Platoon, 919th Bigineer Company with few casualties; five of the nine KHA ware 
sustained as the Viet Cong withdrew and overran a ten man ambush patrol. Casualties 
along the perimeter wore minimal due to the armor protection, despite missive fires 
from enemy mortars, reeoiUess rifles, RPG-2's, and heavy machine guns» 

The base area denial effort was accomplished with minimal delay} tho cxtonslve 
use of engineer support to develop landing sones md lines of communication through 
the jungle made tho enemy aware that his onoa safe havens wore in Jeopardy. For 
future operations, however, it is a- 'to apparent that the VC will soed tho trails 
with mines. These mines will not stop armored cavalry forces, but will require 
tedious nine sweeping operations, thus enabling the enemy to escape through hidden 
jungle trails» In order to complete base area denial, jungle clearing operations 
must be intensified to compartmentize the jungle into pockets of four to six kilo- 
meters square« When enemy battalions ire being pursued, they ore forced into an 
area that is dearly defined; attempts to flee across jungle fire trails can be 
easily ofceorvad and interdicted by close air and gunship support. 

15. (C) 

(a) 21A1   Mutually supporting artillery. 

5igffiisg<gfi!    The enemy his ropeatodly directed massive ground attacks 
against command posts and fire support patrol bases. 

Observation:    Fire support patrol bases should be within mutual sup- 
porting range of 105mm or 155m artillery. 

(b) Itomt   Protective cover «t night defensiv* positions« 

ualties are sue 
scussicni   During mortar or ground attacks, a large number of cas- 

due to failure to utilise existing protective cover. 

Observation; Armor vohielo protection should b* utilised while sleep- 
ing« At a minimum, sleeping areas should have berms level with individual slocping; 
overhead protection is desired« 

(e)   Jfcpji'   Ambush patrol and listening post briefing. 

Discussioni   During the attack on 19 June, ambush pntrols were cut- 
off by the enesQr and pinned down by enemy and friendly fire. 

Obscrvatloni   Patrols and listening pests should be brlofed prior 
to their departure en alternate position*, routes of withdrawal, and actions to be 
taken if the parent unit eoass under attack. 

(d)   J&At   feployacnt of Seismic Anti-Intrusion Devises« 
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„ ^ypuflbicni   During tho attack on 19 June tho anti-intrusion devices 
did not prmde early warning of the Impending attack*   the national pick-up 
transducers were employod at a range of 100 metera from the perimeter, however, 
the enemy Attack vac initiated from a range of 150 meters*1' v 

I nervation!   Consideration must be given to terrain, weather and the 
pc$nto..L  ^numy threat in order to properly emplaoe the fictional pick-up transducers. 
It "should be placed at^&jMifg&siont range to pick up Movement bofore on enomy attack 
begins»   It must, thereforef be beyond the point at which the enemy would launch an 
attack, 

(a)   Itemt   Eagle Flight* 

Discussion:   Eagle Flight& consisting of an oirmooilo squad in two 
UK-ID aircraft escorted by a light fire team wore employed in open areas to appro» 
.!cnd suspicious personnel by moving in rapidly and capturing civilians for immediate 
interrogation by National Police who accompany tho airmobile squad« 

ObacntttioBi   This tactic has proven valuable and has produced a 
considerable .amount of enomt intelligence,   *f the Eagle Flights are used fro» 
quently they can off cotivolylfigy'thaj enemy Jifte_ of open .irons in the daylight 
hours and hamper thoir supply and oammmieatiens acTlvitieiu^ 

(f)   Item8   Taetioil air strikes» 

Discusslopi   Prisoners of war and Hoi Chanh's have stated that tactical 
airstrikes are relatively ineffective due to tho amount of time the FAC normally 
spends over tho target prior to a Strike«   Tho VC are usually able to clear a strike 
area before the first bombs are droppod. 

Observation,:   Airstrike effectiveness con be improved by: 

(1) Reducing tho target identification time by marking the 
target with artillery whan tho fighters are roady to start the strike* 

(2) Employ "Dry Run" airstrikes on an extensive basis, by having 
a FAC go through pre-strike maneuvers to include marking a target, but not bring- 
ing in an actual strike«   This would confuse the enemy as to when an airstrike would 
actually take place and also harrass him considerably, since he moves whenever a 
FAC circles an area in preparation for a strike. 
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BATTLE OF SLOPE 30 

On 19 June 1967, the 3rd Squadron, 11th Armirod Cavalry Regiment, dufeatod a 
major Viet Cong force composed of two infantry battalion of the 274th Main Force 
Regiment, reinforced by heavy weapons elomonts from the regiment and the 5th Viot 
Cong Division»   The enemy had attacked elements of the squadron near SLOPS 30 Hamlet, 
located 30 kilometers eist of Saigon. 

SLOPE 30 Hamlet has long been a bastion of Viet Cong domination in northern 
i'HOUC TUY frevlne«.   It sits astride Inter provincial Route 2, the last line of com- 
Tunicaticn available to the Viet Cone between the H.iT DICH Secret Zone to the west 
of the highway and the MAY TAO Mscrot Zone located to the east.   As the focal point 
of Viet Cong activity In tlbe area, it provides not only a secure haven for enemy 
forces negotiating the province but also servos as the center for supplyinc those 
troops and the local Viet Cone fron nearby base camps.   The hamlet is bordered by 
a narrow strip of cultivated flolds and rubber and coffee plantations,   Beyond this 
lie the primary forests and jungl«. 

Prior to the Dattlo of SLOPE 30, the 3rd Souadron participated in the 9th In- 
fantry Division's mult i« battalion OPERATION AKkON, initiated 9 June 1967.   Tho ob- 
jectives of this operation veTt the destruction of enemy forces and installations 
in the Viet Cong Socret 2-cne sailed the RiT rJCH.    Concurrently, a major engineering 
effort was directed tovnrd the establishment of junfle-free east-wesi, and north-south 
lines of comriunication to facilitate future reentry and exploration of this long- 
time Viet Cong sanctuary. 

Initially the 3rd Squadron pushed deep into the primary forest from the eastern 
sector of tho area of operation.   As the search progressed, the squadron moved south, 
roaching the vicinity of SLOPE 30 Hamlet on 18 Juno 1967.   In late afternoon on the 
18th, the eruadron pulled out of thb forest and established troop-sized dofensive 
positions in tho relatively open area to tho north and east of SLOPE 30 Hamlet.   By 
2000 hours listening pest», anbush patrols, and anti-intrusion devices had been placed 
outside each perimeter, and defensive concentrations had been fired.   The disposition 
of the squadron at this point is shown in Inclosure 1«   For the next five hours the 
jungle quiet was interrupted o-ly by a suspected enemy movement north of the Toam 
K position at 2200 hours and by the harassing and interdicting firos conductod by 
the Howitzer .'«id Provisional >Inrtar flatteries. 

Suddenly, at 0110 hours on the 19th, the Viet Cong unleashed a violent assault 
jpon the squadron position»   Tom M :.ith the Provisional Mortar Battery, and Team K 
vith the Ccmriand Post, Hcr./itz'r Battery, and 3/919 Engineer Company wore hit simul- 
taneously with mortar fire (Imlosure 2;.   The fire directed at Team M .and tho Pro- 
visional Mortar Battery was apparently designed to destroy the firing capability of 
:he Mortar Battery an.! *e create a diversion from the main attack.   Whilo sustaining 
this barrage tor almost, thirty ainutoSj. tho n<rtr^raen never faltered; they bogan a 
fire aissicn which would last for over an hour.   Throughout the mission, key personnel 
remained exposed to call fire commands and to r< ^acc aiming stakes which were un- 
earthed by tho enemy's a'.tack. 

The attack or tho Team K perimeter was obviously not a diversionary tactic.   In 
Edition to a nrr-;.'.v barrage, the enemy struck with two main force battalions of 
he 274th Via* Cong Rfrglmant reinforced by heavy weapons elements of the Regiment and 

ith Viot Cent Divittoct.    Th« attackers wure armed with unusually Large numbers of 
nti-tank arc! autci.iacic weapons.    They used these weapons initially to dolivor a 
dthuring fire on the northern sector of the perimeter, followed shortly by succossivo 
ttacks on tho eastorn and southern sector».   The latter two attacks wore later fount. 
e be secondary efforts as tho main force was positioned en tho northorn sector «f 
ho perimeter. 

In tho initial burst of fire, tho northeast sector of the perimeter, including 
rd Platoon of the 919th Engineer Company, was hit severely.   Man who were blown or 
mocked from their machinogun positions on the -urmcrod Cavalry Assault Vohiclcs (ACAV) 
daggered to resume their positions«   If too severely wounded, they ware immediately 
•enlaced by volunteers from the inner perimeter.   uCAV's that caught fire were saved 
y officers, non-ooamlsslonod officers, and enlisted men from Team K, the coanand 
ott, and the enginoort, who movod from vehicle to vehicle using any available meant 
o extinguish th« blast«   These same men repeatedly entered the burning vehicles to 
vaouato personnel, equipment, and ammunition.   While rescue .and evacuation measures 
art under way, officers from tho inner perimeter directed their ACAV's from this 
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leas critic.il area to tho threatened northern eoctor. In Bone cases, ACAV commanders, 
upon seeing flank vehicles receive hits, moved their ACAVa to on exposed jjnnitlon 
to cover the evacuation of the wounded fron the damaged ACAVa ^nd to cover l.he newly 
exposed soctors of the perimeter. Once replacement .CWQ wure noved  into the brocch, 
they returned to their original positions. 

Recovering quickly fron the initial shock of tho assault, tho defenders countercr1 

with a devastating volume of automatic weapon «and 9-Own eannctrflro which continued for 
the next heur and twenty minutes, Tho return firo was so well directed thrt the /ire 
initiative passed into friendly hands at this point, never to bo relinouishcd. Less 
than two minutes after the «neap initiated his attack, the Provisional Mortar Battery- 
fired illumination in support of the Team K perimeter, This was followed by hißh 
explosive and illumination directed to tho rubber plantation due east of tho perimeter. 
Following these initial volleys, the firo was walked through the coffee plantation 
ind thai jungle to the south of the perimeter, «it the same tixie,, the Howitzer, Battery 
initiated a counter-mortar firs plan in support of Provisional Mortar Battery; At 
0135: hours, a flereahip from the \Jd 7th Tactical Air Force irrived on station to 
provide continuous -illumination until first, light in the morning; This action enablec 
'the mortars to shift to purely defensive fires. 

'■A short.time later, a light fire team iron the regiment's Air Cavalry Troop 
arrivod over the battlefield to provide surveillance of enemy routes of reinforcement 
or withdrawal» At this time the enemy's wain attack was still directed toward the 
north. After the location of the ambush patr'l in tliat area wa3 reaffirmed; the 
light fire team was directed to engage the enemy firing fron the rubber tree line 
Just north of the perimeter. This was an extremely hazardous assignment since it \ 
callod for tho team to make its firing ;JGS6 from west to east, directly into the  \ 
trajectory of tho mortar rounds falling on the enemy to the east of the perimeter. * 
This maneuver succeeded in appreciably decreasing the onony fire. Upon completion of 
the firing mission the light .fibre team jettisoned its 1 nckot pods and voluntarily 
landed within the Team K perimeter to evacuate the first group of seriously wounded, . 

When tho light fire U>±m departed, an Air Force 'IFuff the Magic Dragon" arrived 
on station and interdicted possible enemy positions and routes of withdrawal to tho 
south of tho perimotor. As one aircraft expended its ordnance, another relieved it. 
This firing was followed by 8 inch howitzer and 175mm gun support frcm Battery A, 
1st Battalion, 93rd Artillery, firing from the 1st Austrailian Task Force Base Camp 
to the south at NUI DAT, This ordnance wa;. directed toward enemy routon of withdrawal 
to the south and ease. 

During the course of the action, the thru* uwburh patrols and two iii toning 
posts were ordered to remain in position since tha.y v» vo  caught in an Lntetioi croar. 
fire. When a lull in the firing appeared, the listening portfi fought a delaying 
action back to the perimeter, Ambush Patrol Tw.i v«s not of footed by tho fire >nd re- 
mained In position to monitor the open flank to the wwsu Ambush Patrol Throe was 
pinned down and could not move. Within minuted A si* A£AV volunteer force moved out 
from tho Team K perimeter, fought their «ray to tit* patae!» and conducted n withdrawal 
to tho ptrlMtar» suffering no casualties. Prior to the withdrawal, one pitrol mem- 
ber had been killed and two wounded. 

Anbueh Patrol One, with one non-oomnd3r,i':n.,i officer and nine onlistod men re- 
mained in petition throughout the attack. They had maintained contact with tho main 
force throughout the battle but enemy movement botwom their position and the per- 
imeter was noted, and they held fait. Thoy were not detected until the Viet Cong 
began their withdrawal from tho nattle .area. In the ensuing fight, they WHO quickly 
ovorrun by a frenzied onomy, throwing grenades and firing automatic weapons« Fivo 
patrol masbers wore killed and four woundod. Six Viet Cong bodies wore found, Whon 
the Team K commander lost contact with tho pntrol, he dicpatchod a voluntoer armored 
relief force which searched until 0310 hours before tho »urvivors were found and 
evacuated« 

At 0220 hours the onomy began to retreat. It was initially believed that the 
enemy waa moving to tho northwust, and inter diction fir^s ><ero dlrueted <t» routes of 
withdrawal in the area. Additionally, Team I wao committed to pursue in that dire»» 
tion, Subsequently, a captured IV and l/iot Cnng operation ord<r for th< ttttck In- 
dicated that tho main effort would withdrew U  the cant toward Jiit.irir-vinci.il Route 
2 and ultimately toward the HAY TAO Secret Zcnu. at this- time To on K was ordered to 
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•tart a dttlSed" eüreÜ» 9^tfiFHMIttttfif| >*llo teÄrns t «nrt f Initiated pursuit 
to the east*   When Toon I uncovered little or no evidence of the enemy activity to 
the northwest, they were also ooanittad to the pursuit to the cast»   Contact waß 
not regained} however, numerous blood-stained trails were discovered in addition to 
eight abandoned bodies»   At the site of tho battle, 48 Viet Cone doad wcre f°und; in 
addition, 2 wounded Viet Cong and numerous weapons were collected. 

The litter of the battlefield and the enemy's disorganized retreat told tho 
story of • »tunning defeat delivered to a Viet Cong battalion specifically designed 
to be an armor-dettreying foroe«   The discipline, rapid reaction, and persoverance of 
the dafeuders bad succeeded net only In blunting and repelling the attack but in 
holding the enemy at a range sufficient for the effective employment of indirect fire 
support»   ft« squadron's pursuit of the enemy dtateeyed lee efforts to regroup and to 
conduct an organised withdraws1.    Subsequent intelligence reports gathered from agentr 
the local population, and DUC THANH District indicated that large numbers of Viet 
Cong dead and wounded had bean carried to the east and that a large number of the 
wounded had died In route. 

Subsequent to the action of 19 June 1967, forces of the government of South 
Vietnam launched pacification in the SLOPE 30 area.   The Battle of SLOPE 30 represent 
another chapter in the allied struggle to brine former Viet Cong strongholds under 
effective geensrunenfc control. 

\ 

.'6 

C-i> V"l-NT(AL 



« 

CONFIDENTIAL 

RESULTS OP TIES ACTION 

1,   US LOSSiiSt 

a. KHAs   7 - K Trp, 3-11 Armd Cav 
2 • 3rd Platoon, 919th Hhgr Co 

b. WHA: 1 - HHT, 3-11 Armd Cav 
4 - HOW, 3-11 Armd Cav 
20 - K Trp, 3-11 Armd Cav 
9 - 3rd Platoon, 919th Ehgr Co 

c. ACAtf'8 Damaged: 2 • K Trp, 3-11 Armd Cav 
2 - HHT, 3-11 Arad Cav 
2 - 3rd Platoon, 919th Engr Co 

2,   Ehonry Losses 

a. XIA (BC) - 56 

b. KIA (Possiblo) - 150 

c. WIA (BC) - 2 

d. PW-2 

o. WIA (Possiblo) - 200 

f. Captured Equipnont: 

(1) 5 RPG-2 Launehurs 

(2) 1 M79 Launcher 

(3) 4 AK-A7 Rifles 

U) 2 US BAR'S 

(5) 1 ChiocD Type 50 SKG 

(6) 1 Chic» Typo 53 Carbine 

(7) 2 ChicoD Typo 56 (SKS) Carbines 

(8) 2 US Ml CTbinos 

(9) 122 Assorted Grenades 

(ID)   9 M79 rmnds 

(11) 250 rounds 12#7mn linked 

(12) 1 ChicoD ninht sieht for recoilloss rifle 

(13) 5 7*n RR rounds 

(U) 12 RPG-2 rockets 

(15) 6 RPG-2 Boosters 

(16) ground mount for 12.7B« x\ HO 

(17) 10,000 rounds ossortod SA snmo 

(10) 250 pounds of assorted individual eouij»ont 

2 Incl 
1 • Operation Overlay 
2 - Sketch of Situation 
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Inoloture 2, Battlt of SLOPE 30. 
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